Premature epiphysial closure in Perthes' disease.
Premature epiphysial closure is an infrequent complication of Perthes' disease. Twenty-two patients with this condition are reviewed, three of whom were bilaterally affected. The aetiology, radiographic features and effect on function are discussed. The incidence of this complication can be reduced by an awareness of the clinical and radiographic signs which contra-indicate treatment by upper fermoral osteotomy.